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Welcome to Reggae Roots!

I am thrilled to be presenting 
this concert, a concert unlike 
any you'll experience anywhere 
else. Very few orchestras in the 
world have brought reggae to 
the stage, and we are proud to 
be among the first. 

Reggae is a musical tradition 
that originated in Jamaica, but 
its roots go way back in time. 
Reggae is all about positivity, 
social change, and irie vibes!

There are certain forms of 
music that just make you want 
to move, dance, and laugh, and 
reggae is one of them. I use it 
to cheer myself up, to lift my 
spirits, and to help me relax. 
It's so much fun. I hope that 
you have as much fun enjoying 
this concert, as we have had 
creating it for you!

Enjoy, Reggae Roots!

Daniel



When You Visit 

Entering Roy Thomson Hall: 

• All patrons will enter through the Simcoe 
Street doors.

• The lobby opens 60 minutes before the 
concert begins.

• For more detailed information and to 
help prepare for your visit, please see our 
venue guide. 

Concessions & Coat Check: 

• There are concessions in the lobby—you 
can buy snacks and drinks there!

• Roy Thomson Hall is now a cash-free 
venue that only accepts debit and credit 
cards, including major contactless and 
mobile payment methods, for a safe and 
speedy check out.

• If you have a reusable water bottle, you 
can fill it on-site in the lobby at one of the 
water fountains.

• There is a coat check at the hall. It opens 
when the lobby opens. It costs $2 per 
item to use the coat check. You should 
bring a debit or credit card if you plan to 
use the coat check.

Washrooms: 

• The washrooms are located toward 
the front of the building and are behind 
the large mirrored wall where you first 
entered. There are family and accessible 
washrooms on the Main Floor beside the 
elevator. 

• An usher can direct you if you need 
assistance finding the washrooms.

Resource Tables: 

• Please note: this show will include 
a singer and a reggae band that are 
amplified. You may find it louder than 
our previous Relaxed Performances. 
We will have a limited supply of sound-
dampening headphones on-site to lend 
to you for free, but we recommend 
you bring your own if you have a pair at 
home.

Entering the Auditorium: 

• The auditorium will open 60 minutes 
before the concert begins, at the same 
time that the lobby opens. This will give 
you plenty of time to find your seat.

• The ushers will help you to find your seat.
• The Main Floor of the auditorium will be 

open for this concert.

During the Concert: 

• Lights over the audience will remain at 
approximately 50% brightness during the 
performance.

• The conductor will speak to the audience 
during the program.

• The concert begins at 11:00am and will 
be approximately one hour in length.

• You will be able to move around the 
auditorium and lobby during the concert.

• If you like, you can move to the back 
three rows of the Main Floor to get a 
different view, or for the sounds to be 
a little softer. If you need it to be even 
quieter, you can enjoy the concert from 
the lobby or from the tunnels—there is a 
screen in each tunnel where you can view 
the concert.

• If you need to use the Quiet Room, you 
can ask an usher to show you where it is.

Concert facts
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Things You Will Need to Pay for: 

• Parking underneath Roy Thomson Hall, 
coat check, and concession snacks or 
drinks. If you do not need these services, 
you are not required to pay. Parking 
underneath Roy Thomson Hall costs $8 
per hour, or any part thereof, or $15 for 
the day (weekend daily flat rate).

Fun Facts 

Did you know: 

• The Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
was founded in 1922. The first concert 
performed by the Orchestra was in April 
1923 at Massey Hall. Today’s concert is at 
Roy Thomson Hall.

• Roy Thomson Hall was designed by 
architect Arthur Erickson and opened in 
1982.

• The hall is mostly concrete, steel, and 
glass. If you look up, you will see that the 
ceiling and some of the walls are glass. 
The glass pieces in the ceiling and roof 
are all different sizes—can you find two 
that are similar or look the same?

• The lobby is square, but the auditorium 
is round, which means that parts of the 
lobby are larger than others. Have you 
seen a circle inside a square before?



Main Floor Map

Legend
1. Subway PATH
2. Elevators
3. Accessible washrooms
4. Men's washrooms
5. Women's washrooms
6. Sensory stations
7. Doors to the hall
8. TV screens
9. Stairs to access washrooms in between floors

To access the Quiet Room, please use the 
south tunnel.
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Repertoire Notes

Advisory: Reggae Roots is an upbeat 
and positive exploration of reggae 
music. Please note that the concert 
does contain brief conversation 
and music about topics that may be 
difficult for some, including racism and 
violence. This conversation happens 
in context to the music that is being 
performed.

1. Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser:
"Hlonolofatsa Bacchanale" 
[5 minutes]

• This is a cheerful piece of music that 
takes the traditional "Hlonolofatsa" 
melody and develops it in different 
ways for the orchestra.

• The piece begins with the basses 
playing slow rumbling notes while a few 
woodwinds gently play the melody.

• Next, the brass instruments join in to 
play the melody even more loudly. 
Soon, the percussion section starts 
playing a faster rhythm, and the entire 
orchestra plays together.

• In the middle section of the piece, the 
rhythm slows down again, and the 
music sounds more serious, but we 
soon return to the joyful feeling from 
the beginning.

• As the piece concludes, it starts to 
get louder, and if ends with the entire 
orchestra shouting, “Hlonolofatsa!”

 

2. Marley/arr. Palmer:
“Concrete Jungle” 
[4 minutes]

• These song lyrics reflect on poverty and 
the difficulty of living in the modern 
world. There is a sense of wanting to go 
back to natural way of life.

• The sounds of the orchestra are 
arranged to sound harder and heavier 
in this piece. It begins with long open 
notes on the double basses. The 
orchestra bangs away, playing repetitive 
insistent chords.

• Midway through the piece, there is an 
electric guitar solo.

• Throughout the piece, you can hear 
the "one drop riddim" of reggae music. 
In this drum groove, the third beat of 
every pattern is emphasized and there is 
no emphasis on the first beat. You can 
also hear upbeat accents on the hi-hat.

3. Marley/arr. Palmer:
“One Love”
[4 minutes]

• These song lyrics are about peace, 
love, and equality for all. It invites us to 
imagine a better tomorrow.

• The melody is instantly appealing and 
memorable. 

• Overall, the mood is joyful and 
optimmistic. It might just be the 
happiest song you will hear today!

4. Marley/arr. Davis:
“Johnny Was a Good Man”
[5 minutes]

• This is a protest song written against 
gun violence. The lyrics highlight the 
pain of woman who has lost her son to 
gun violence.
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• It begins with the snare drum and 
timpani playing quick bursts of sharp 
notes.

• The strings begin to play a sad melody. 
The vocalist starts to sing about the 
tragic story.

• Next, the percussion section begins 
playing a rhythm, and everyone plays 
together. There are background singers 
who support the lead vocalist.

• The piece ends quietly, with the timpani 
and the strings.

5. Jhamiela Smith/Richard McNeil/arr. 
Davis:
“Chant Their Names”
[6 minutes]

• This is a protest song against police 
brutality and racism. It was written in 
direct response to the death of George 
Floyd. 

• The lyrics invite us to emphathize with 
and to remember Sandra Bland, Oscar 
Grant, Philando Castile, Eric Garner, 
Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Aiyana 
Jones, Breonna Taylor, Freddie Gray, 
Stephon Clark, Jordan Davis, and 
Ahmaud Arbery.

• Although the lyrics allude to many 
difficult tragedies, the music that 
accompanies it is intense and rhythmic, 
with a chant that makes you want to 
join in.

• The piece ends quietly and dramatically, 
with the strings and the timpani.

6. Marley:
“Is This Love”
[5 minutes]

• This is a famous Bob Marley song that 
begins with a big trombone solo!

• In this song, the vocalist sings about 
their desire to express their love.

• Overall, the mood is sweet, romantic, 
and relaxing.

7. Judy Mowatt/arr. Davis:
“Black Woman”
[4 minutes]

• This song was written by Judy Mowatt, 
one of the legendary female voices 
of reggae music. Mowatt's musical 
career included her singing backing 
vocals for Bob Marley. She went on to 
pursue her own solo career, becoming 
the first woman to receive a Grammy 
nomination in the reggae category.

• The song was written to honour and 
empower Black women to rise above 
inherited traumas, gender biases, and 
all the struggles that prevent them from 
living to their full potential.

• The piece begins with repeating scale 
on the marimba and timpani. The 
trombone joins in, playing the same 
repeating melody. Meanwhile, the 
woodwinds create a steady pulse of airy 
sounds.

• The strings plays a mixture of regular 
bowing and pizzicato (finger plucking).

• Halfway through the piece, the band 
fully joins in, and we hear the drummer, 
bass player, and singers add another 
layer to the music.

• Overall, this piece is positive and 
uplifting.
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8. Marley/arr. Davis:
“No Woman, No Cry”
[5 minutes]

• This song is a musical description of 
life in a close-knit inner city community 
in Jamaica during the 1970s. The song 
is about resourcefulness and tenacity, 
and it highlights the strengths of the 
community.

• The title refers to a woman being 
consoled and supported by her 
community. In other words, the title 
means, "You don't need to cry."

• The piece begins with a beautiful 
melody played on the strings. There is a 
trumpet solo midway through.

• The overall mood is peaceful, 
reassuring, and positive.

9. Sister Nancy/arr. Palmer::
“Bam Bam”
[4 minutes]

• These lyrics are about Sister Nancy 
herself, and her place in Jamaican 
sound system culture. Sister Nancy was 
a trailblaizing MC who made a name for 
herself in a male-dominated field. The 
lyrics refer to ambition, education, and 
female empowerment.

• The bass melody at the beginning is 
one of the most famous ever written 
and has been used in many different hip  
hop, rap, and reggae pieces.

• The bass in the song is quite heavy, and 
it evokes dancehall culture.

• The lyrics are sung rhythmically rather 
than melodically. They are almost 
chanted rather than sung.

• Overall, the piece is invigorating and 
uplifting, and the heavy bass makes you 
want to dance!



TS Toronto
Symphony
Orchestra

Have a Question?

Call: 416.598.3375
(Mon–Fri, 9:30am–5:00pm)

Email: contactus@TSO.CA

For more information: 
TSO.CA/Relaxed


